The Selling of America

Guess who just left town and the United States?  Well, you already know, Anheuser Busch, soon to be Anheuser Busch/InBev.  Anheuser Busch did everything they possibly could to keep from being taken over.  However, after realizing that some of the major stockholders liked the InBev offer and that most AB stockholders outside of St. Louis were only interested in making money on the stock, the negotiations turned from hostile to friendly.  Many stockholders outside of St. Louis don’t care about what happens to St. Louis employees or the city of St. Louis.  They are only interested in making money.  However, we St. Louisans are greatly concerned.  
In Monday morning’s web cast announcement, CEO Carlos Brito and August Busch IV praised each other for doing a great job with their respective companies.  Then, they got down to business.  The Anheuser Busch dividend will go down and stay down, possibly for 2-3 years.  When cost cutting was discussed, the number AB arrived at was not as great as what the CFO for InBev was expecting.  These cuts could make more St. Louis jobs disappear, cause a reduction in benefits, and cause Anheuser Busch’s charitable giving to slow down or stop.  The buy-out may be a tremendous situation, long-term, for the two beer companies and their stockholders.  However, it may not be a good situation, short-term, for employees, retirees, and their benefits.

This selling of America is happening over and over again throughout the United States.  The purchase of Anheuser Busch by InBev could never have occurred seven years ago, as the dollar was extremely strong and overseas currencies in Europe were weak.  The Euro has almost doubled in a short period of time, and the value of the dollar continues to go lower.  As that dollar goes lower, more and more American companies are being eaten up.  
It’s amazing, the number of products we use daily that most Americans believe to be “all American” - but Surprise!  They are not “all American”.  Many of these products are owned by overseas companies.  The selling of America can be further explained by the following story.  

The Story of Joe and Mary

Joe and Mary got up yesterday and took a shower with Dial soap (Germany).  Mary completed her daily ritual of applying her L’Oreal (France) makeup.  They both dressed in their clothes designed by Christian Dior (France), grabbed their sunglasses they purchased from Sunglass Hut (Italy), got in their Chryslers (Germany-Daimler) and drove to work.

Halfway to work, Joe felt a bump in the car, so he got out to check his new, Firestone tires (Japan).  Seeing no flat, he proceeded to his office in the Chrysler building (Dubai).  Joe’s hectic morning left him with an aching headache, so he grabbed some Bayer aspirin (Germany).  

Halfway through the morning, Joe needed a pick-me-up, so he took a break, grabbed some Nestles chocolate (Switzerland), and went back to work.  Mary also needed a pick-me-up, so she decided to splurge with some Tollhouse cookies (Switzerland).  The cookies provided her with the energy she needed, so she went back to work.

At lunch, Mary wasn’t very hungry, so instead of eating her brown-bag lunch, she left and got a big scoop of Ben & Jerry’s ice cream (Great Britain).  Joe was in a hurry to get back to work, so he grabbed a couple of hot dogs, topped with French’s mustard (Great Britain) and Hellmann’s mayonnaise (Netherlands).

That night, Mary stopped off at Trader Joe’s (Germany) and grabbed some fresh raisins.  Joe stopped at 7-11 (Japan) and grabbed a newspaper.  On the way home, Joe thought Mary might need something picked up from the store, so he grabbed his T-Mobile phone, (Germany) and called her.  Mary told Joe she didn’t think she needed anything but that she was really in the mood for some Church’s Fried Chicken (Bahrain).

Later that evening, a strong storm hit the area, causing Joe and Mary’s electricity to go out.  After hours in the dark, Joe and Mary decided they needed to leave and stay the evening at the Holiday Inn (Great Britain) down the road.

Isn’t it great to live in America?  As our U.S. dollar continues to drop, the ability for foreign nations to buy America becomes greater.  Just think, five years from now, there is a good possibility the dollar will regain its strength.  Then, Americans will be able to travel overseas again and buy what they like.  Won’t it be wonderful?  In the meantime, the selling of America continues.  
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