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HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!  

T

he year 2009 is upon us.  Hopefully, we will see more prosperity and jobs in 2009, along with a higher stock market and economic progress both here in the United States and throughout the world.  

It is our opinion that we should stay very cautious during the first half of this year.  We are continuing to stress the importance of U.S. and international government bond funds, preservation-of-principal programs, and real estate and energy partnership programs designed to produce income.  We are very lightly sprinkled into the stock market.  We anticipate staying in this posture until we see a real change in government policies and world events.  In the meantime, we are hopeful our returns will be better than last year.

Naturally, playing a Monday morning quarterback, returns would have been even better if we had moved into government bond funds on January 1st, 2008 and just stayed there the entire year.  We moved some money into government bonds early and then continued to move into government bonds throughout the year.  By the last three months of the year, the majority of our clients had approximately 80% of their investment dollars in U.S. government bonds within mutual funds or variable annuities.(
INSURANCE

E

very year we have one of our Delta clients tell us that they have looked into long-term care or life insurance programs elsewhere.  They forget that we offer these programs through many different insurance companies.  Be sure to ask us for long-term care and life insurance illustrations.  There are many options available.  If you cannot qualify for life insurance or long-term care insurance, there is a possibility you could purchase an increasing death benefit or a specific type of long-term care benefit within one of the variable annuity programs.  Please contact us for more information.  If interested, we will need some general information from you and some medical history.(
CHANGE TO 2009 REQUIRED MINIMUM DISTRIBUTIONS
P

resident Bush has signed The Worker, Retiree, and Employer Recovery Act, which suspends the need for individuals 70½ years of age and older to take required minimum distribution payments from their retirement plans and IRAs for the 2009 tax year.  The law does not eliminate the required minimum distribution requirements for 2008.  Therefore, any of our Delta clients who turned 70½ in 2008 and still haven’t taken their 2008 required minimum distributions, will need to do so by April 1, 2009.  However, they will not be required to take them for 2009.  Please understand that you can still take money from your IRA in 2009 if desired, but you will not be required to take a minimum distribution.(
METALS

L

ast year, gold broke its previous all-time high of $850 set back in the 1980s.  It moved from $850 to $1,020, down to $698 and is currently trading around $870.  With a lot of uncertainty in the marketplace, we feel the metals markets (gold, silver, platinum and palladium) could move higher again this year to meet last year’s highs or possibly make new highs.  Investing in precious metals can be done through mutual funds, variable annuities, futures markets (which we do not recommend as it is extremely high-risk investing), coins and stocks.(
UPCOMING EVENTS

T

he following is a tentative schedule of our meetings and events.  We are also looking into scheduling other events before July.  We will keep you informed, but please check our website for additional updates.

March – Bradford Energy Luncheon

April 18th – Client Breakfast (location TBD)
April – Waveland Luncheon

REAL ESTATE

W

e have many of our Delta clients in several real estate programs designed to produce income.  We continue to stress the importance of diversification in your portfolio.  The objectives of these types of programs are to pay investors monthly distributions during the program and preserve, protect and return capital contributions at the end of the program.  The benefits offered through these programs are backed by their respective investment companies.  The programs are not FDIC insured.(
REFERRALS

A

gain last year, you were kind enough to refer your family, friends and coworkers to Delta.  We greatly appreciate you sharing our services.  We will continue to do everything possible to help you better understand your investment portfolio and feel comfortable along the way.

Best wishes for a happy, healthy and prosperous 2009!

Mutual Fund investing involves risk, including the possible risk of principal.  Carefully consider a Mutual Fund’s investment objectives, risks, fees and expenses before investing.  Such information is available in the Fund’s prospectus.  Read the fund’s prospectus carefully before investing.

Real estate investments are generally long-term, illiquid investments that are not suitable for all investors.  Read the available offering material before making any investment decisions. 

You should consider the investment objectives, risks and charges, and expenses of the variable annuity and its underlying investment options carefully before investing.

Diversification does not guarantee a profit or protect against a loss.

This should not be used as the sole basis for investment advice.  You should consider your risk tolerances and investment objectives before making any investments.

For information on topics discussed in this newsletter or questions please contact us at:

DELTA INVESTMENT SERVICES, INC.

16100 Chesterfield Parkway West ( Suite 150 ( Chesterfield, MO  63017

636-532-0484 ( 1-800-969-6878 ( delta@moneytalk.org

Securities and Advisory services offered through VSR Financial Services, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC

A Registered Investment Adviser

Delta Investment Services Inc. and VSR Financial are unrelated entities

The information contained herein was obtained from sources that we believe to be reliable but its completeness or accuracy is not guaranteed by us.  This material is provided for information purposes only.
	2008 Annual

	Stock Report

	January - December

	 
	Jan. 1, 2008
	Jan. 31, 2008
	Feb29, 2008
	Mar31, 2008
	Apr. 30, 2008
	May 30,2008
	Jun. 30, 2008

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	DOW
	13,264.82
	12,650.36
	12,266.39
	12,260.53
	12,820.13
	12,638.32
	11,350.01

	NASDAQ
	2,625.28
	2,389.86
	2,271.48
	2,279.10
	2,412.80
	2,522.66
	2,292.98

	S&P 500
	1,468.36
	1,378.55
	1,330.63
	1,322.70
	1,385.59
	1,400.38
	1,280.00

	BONDS*
	108  8/32
	110 29/32
	99  8/32
	101  9/32
	98 11/32
	94 21/32
	97 23/32

	GOLD
	$832.30
	$924.90 
	$972.50
	$916.50 
	$877.60 
	$887.00 
	$926.20 

	SILVER
	$14.78
	$16.91 
	$19.83
	$17.25 
	$16.85 
	$16.88 
	$17.42 

	PLATINUM
	$1,522.00
	$1,738.00 
	$2,155.00
	$1,993.00 
	$1,924.00 
	$2,004.00 
	$2,061.00 

	CRUDE OIL
	$96.19
	$91.60 
	$101.74
	$101.61 
	$114.60 
	$127.58 
	$140.30 

	PALLADIUM
	$371.00
	$395.30 
	$571.00
	$444.00 
	$424.00 
	$437.50 
	$464.00 


	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Close
	CHANGE
	2008 Year End

	 
	 Jul 31,2008
	Aug29, 2008
	Sep30, 2008
	Oct. 31, 2008
	Nov 28, 2008
	Dec. 31, 2008
	Jan.-Dec
	 

	DOW
	11,378.02
	11,543.96
	10,850.74
	9,325.01
	8,795.59
	8,776.39
	- 4,488.43
	- 33.8%

	NASDAQ
	2,325.55
	2,367.52
	2,082.33
	1,720.95
	1,535.57
	1,577.03
	- 1,048.25
	- 39.9%

	S&P 500
	1,267.38
	1,282.84
	1,164.87
	968.76
	896.24
	903.25
	- 565.11
	- 38.5%

	BONDS*
	96 27/32
	101  9/32
	103  3/32
	102  3/32
	118 20/32
	136 24/32
	+ 28 16/32
	+ 26.3%

	GOLD
	$914.60 
	$829.50 
	$863.70 
	$723.30 
	$817.40 
	$879.60 
	+ 47.30
	+ 5.7%

	SILVER
	$17.80 
	$13.55 
	$11.96 
	$9.81 
	$10.38 
	$11.32 
	- 3.46
	- 23.4%

	PLATINUM
	$1,752.00 
	$1,463.00 
	$996.00 
	$819.00 
	$873.00 
	$921.00 
	- 601.00
	- 39.5%

	CRUDE OIL
	$124.18 
	$115.64 
	$100.91 
	$67.88 
	$51.44 
	$42.85 
	- 53.34
	- 55.5%

	PALLADIUM
	$385.00 
	$303.00 
	$197.00 
	$195.00 
	$191.00 
	$185.00 
	- 186.00
	- 50.1%

	You can not invest directly into an index.  Commodities involve significant risk and may not be suitable for all investors.

	Sources:  Indices – www.finance.yahoo.com
	
	
	
	

	   Commodities – www.futures.tradingcharts.com
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	*Bond figures based on 30-year U.S. Treasury Bonds
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	The above figures are subject to market settlement.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	























