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CONGRATULATIONS, 

President-Elect Barack Obama!
T

he election results are in, and one thing’s for sure, we do have change.  In our opinion, there could be positive feelings about having a new president in office and change coming.  Hopefully, this attitude will last.  However, there are still many concerns and problems facing not only the new President, but all of us.  Concerns about the economy, bankruptcies, foreclosures, medical costs, small businesses staying afloat, job losses and the collapse of the stock market this year all still weigh heavy on Americans.  These concerns cannot be turned around quickly.  We look for even more negative news in the future surrounding many of these concerns.

The stock markets had one of their best weeks ever the last week of October.  However, the month of October was one of the worst months ever.  The Dow Jones Industrial Average has fallen over the last year from 14,000 down to 8,100.  As of the writing of this newsletter, it is now in the 9300 level.  There are those who believe the stock market has bottomed and values will rise quickly.  Let’s hope so.  However, we don’t see a strong economy that could move the markets higher for an extended period.  We believe there will be euphoria now, but then a potential pullback within the next several months, going down to look at the bottom again or possibly make new lows.  With that in mind, we continue to be optimistic but cautious.

Government bond funds slid the last week of October, when stocks rallied as much as 10% in one week.  However, for the year, many of the government bond funds are still the only investments showing positive results for the year in most mutual funds and variable investments.(
ENERGY

T

he Energy markets have pulled off tremendously since July.  Energy, Natural Resources, Commodities and Precious Metals were among the last investment sectors to be hit this year.  They were among the best areas for the first six months; then, they went down with most other areas.  We have enclosed a chart with this newsletter, showing the monthly and year-to-date results of specific markets.  You can see for the month of October, the Dow Jones Industrial Average was down 14.1%; the NASDAQ was down 17.4% and S&P 500 was down 16.8% points.  Therefore, if a $1,000,000 account followed the performance of the markets exactly, it would have now experienced an average of a 15% drop, bringing its value to $850,000.  Most of our clients had a good portion of their portfolios in government bonds during that timeframe.  Therefore, they did not experience the losses that many who stayed in the equities markets did.  We are watching closely to see if a foundation is being made in these markets or if the market is just running up only to come back down.  We will keep you informed.(
POINTS OF INTEREST
W

e continue to stress discussing preservation-of-principal programs with us.  These programs can protect your principal, as long as holding periods and liquidity standards of each individual program are met.  These programs are not FDIC insured.

We have an Atlas gas and oil drilling luncheon meeting on Thursday, November 20th.  If you cannot attend, but want more information about these programs, please call us.  This program may only be available until the middle of December.(
UPCOMING EVENTS

D

on’t forget to call and make reservations for our “Delta Night at the Symphony” at Powell Hall on Saturday, December 20th.  We will meet for hors d’oeuvres at 6 p.m. Then, we sit back and enjoy holiday music by our St. Louis Symphony.  Ticket prices are $55.40 per person.  We always have a great time!  For information or to make reservations, contact our office.

Don’t forget, my segment on KMOV-TV is now every Friday at noon with Robin Smith and “Money Talk” airs Sundays from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. on KFNS 590 AM “The Fan”.(

FINAL THOUGHTS

W

e are now in the 9th inning of 2008.  We want to make sure that required minimum distributions have been completed, if you are required to take one.  We also want to make sure investments are sold for tax purposes, or any other reason, and that existing portfolios are fine-tuned for the best possible start to 2009.(
Best wishes for a happy,
healthy holiday season!

MONTHLY STOCK MARKET NUMBERS FOR OCTOBER 2008
	 
	CLOSE
	CLOSE
	CHANGE
	%CHANGE
	Y.T.D.

	 
	Sep. 30, 2008
	Oct. 31, 2008
	 
	 
	 

	DOW
	10,850.74
	9,325.01
	- 1,525.73
	- 14.1%
	-29.70%

	NASDAQ
	2,082.33
	1,720.95
	- 361.38
	- 17.4%
	-34.44%

	S&P 500
	1,164.87
	968.76
	- 196.11
	- 16.8%
	-34.02%

	BONDS*
	103  3/32
	102  3/32
	- 1      
	- 1.0%
	-5.68%

	GOLD
	$863.70 
	$723.30 
	- $140.40
	- 16.3%
	- 13.1%

	SILVER
	$11.96 
	$9.81 
	- $2.15
	- 18.0%
	- 33.6%

	PLATINUM
	$996.00 
	$819.00 
	- $177.00
	- 17.8%
	- 46.2%

	CRUDE OIL
	$100.91 
	$67.88 
	- $33.03
	- 32.7%
	- 29.4%

	PALLADIUM
	$197.00 
	$195.00 
	- $2.00
	- 1.0%
	- 47.4%


Sources: Indices – www.finance.yahoo.com

Metals – www.scoins.com


Bonds and Crude Oil – www.bloomberg.com

*Bond figures based on 30-year U.S. Treasury Bonds

For information on topics discussed in this newsletter or questions please contact us at:

DELTA INVESTMENT SERVICES, INC.

16100 Chesterfield Parkway West ( Suite 150 ( Chesterfield, MO  63017

636-532-0484 ( 1-800-969-6878 ( delta@moneytalk.org

Securities and Advisory services offered through VSR Financial Services, Inc., Member FINRA/SIPC

A Registered Investment Adviser

Delta Investment Services Inc. and VSR Financial are unrelated entities

The information contained herein was obtained from sources that we believe to be reliable but its completeness or accuracy is not guaranteed by us.  This material is provided for information purposes only.





















